
EYFS - Learning Challenge Curriculum - Medium Term Planning

Year: Reception Date: Autumn 2 Teacher: R Unwin, R Dale Class:   Robins and Swans Partner class: HMO EY

Prime learning challenge: Who can I ask for help?

Wow!
Experiences/hooks/visits/visitors that will engage learners

Key Vocabulary Inclusion planning

Trip to the library
Visitors - Nurse, fire engine, PCSO, Santa

Uniform, safety, help, post, fire engine, hose,
helmet, equipment, stethoscope, injection,

infection, post office, sorting,
Involve partner classes in dressing up day.
Invite them to meet visitors.  Share Christmas
craft workshops.

Main drivers (Outcomes FS2):
All children will:

Be able to identify people in the community who can help them.

Most children will:
Be able to identify people in the community who can help them and talk about the job they do.

Some children will: Be able to talk about the jobs people do in the community and identify times when they may need them.  They will
have a grasp of simple fire safety, and when they may need to call 999.



Planned outcomes
What are the children working towards? To include the more able and less able.

Personal, Social & Emotional (PSED)
30-50 Demonstrates friendly behaviour, initiating conversations and forming good
relationships with peers and familiar adults.
40-60 Takes steps to resolve conflicts with other children, e.g. finding a
compromise.
Eye on the goal -They show sensitivity to others’ needs and feelings, and form
positive relationships with adults and other children.

Physical Development (PD)
30-50 Uses one-handed tools and equipment, e.g. makes snips in paper with child
scissors. Holds pencil between thumb and two fingers, no longer using whole-hand
grasp. Holds pencil near point between first two fingers and thumb and uses it with
good control.
40-60 Handles tools, objects, construction and malleable materials safely and with
increasing control. Uses simple tools to effect changes to materials. Uses a pencil and
holds it effectively to form recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed.
Eye on the goal -They handle equipment and tools effectively, including pencils for
writing.

Literacy (L)
30-50 Sometimes gives meaning to marks as they draw and paint. Ascribes meanings
to marks that they see in different places. Understands ‘sentences’ have a beginning
and an end. Use recognisable letters from own name.
40-60 Attempts to write short sentences in meaningful contexts. Gives meaning to
marks they make as they draw, write and paint. Begins to break the flow of speech
into words. Uses some clearly identifiable letters to communicate meaning,
representing some sounds correctly and in sequence.
Eyeon the goal -They write simple sentences which can be read by themselves and
others. Some words are spelt correctly and others are phonetically plausible.

Communication and Language (CL)
30-50 Builds up vocabulary that reflects the breadth of their experiences.
40-60 Extends vocabulary, especially by grouping and naming, exploring the
meaning and sounds of new words. Listens and responds to ideas expressed by
others in conversation or discussion. Responds to instructions involving a two-part
sequence. Understands humour, e.g. nonsense rhymes, jokes. Listens to stories from
beginning to end.
Eye on the goal -They answer ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions about their experiences and
in response to stories or events. They listen to stories, accurately anticipating key
events and respond to what they hear with relevant comments, questions or actions.

Mathematics (M)
30-50 Shows an interest in shape and space by playing with shapes or making
arrangements with objects.
Shows awareness of similarities of shapes in the environment.
Beginning to talk about the shapes of everyday objects, e.g. ‘round’ and ‘tall’.
40-60 Beginning to use mathematical names for ‘solid’ 3D shapes and ‘flat’ 2D
shapes, and mathematical terms to describe shapes.
Selects a particular named shape.
Eye on the goal -They explore characteristics of everyday objects and shapes and
use mathematical language to describe them.

Understanding the world (TW)
30-50 Shows interest in different occupations and ways of life.
Knows some of the things that make them unique, and can talk about some of the
similarities and differences in relation to friends or family.
40-60 Shows interest in the lives of people familiar to them.
Notice that other children don’t always share same interests.
Notice that others have different special days, e.g. birthdays
Eye on the goal -They know that other children don’t always enjoy the same things,
and are sensitive to this. They know about similarities and differences between
themselves and others, and among families, communities and traditions.



Expressive Arts and Design (AD)
30-50 Developing preferences for forms of expression. Uses movement to express
feelings and creates movement in response to music. Sings to self and makes up
simple songs, including rhythms. Notices what adults do, imitating what is observed
and then doing it spontaneously when the adult is not there. Engages in imaginative
role-play based on own first-hand experiences and builds stories around toys, e.g.
farm animals needing rescue. Captures experiences and responses with a range of
media, such as music, dance and paint and other materials or words.
40-60 Initiates new combinations of movement and gesture in order to express and
respond to feelings, ideas and experiences. Chooses particular colours to use for a
purpose. Introduces a storyline or narrative into their play. Plays cooperatively as part
of a group to develop and act out a narrative.
Eye on the goal -They represent their own ideas, thoughts and feelings through
design and technology, art, music, dance, role-play and stories.

Date: Wk 1
Visits from a
range of staff in
HMP

Wk 2
Children in
need.
Assessments
week
Visit from Nurse

Wk3
Parent workshop
Visit from Police

Wk4
Numberblocks
Rocks themed day

Wk5
Visit from Fire
Brigade

Wk6
Nativity

Wk7
Christmas party
week

Learning
Challeng

e

Who helps us in
school?

Why is the
hospital an
important
place?

How do the
police help us?

Maths Week When would
Fireman Sam be
helpful?

Who helped the
baby Jesus?

How do we
celebrate
Christmas?

PSED Visits from staff
in school who
help us.
Discuss how
different roles
help us in
different ways.

Talk about who
can help us.
How do we ask
for help?

How can we
look after each
other and
ourselves? Who
are the people
who help to
keep us safe?
Link to school
rules and
behaviour
expectations.

Discuss the
importance of
staying safe. Look
at the firemen’s
uniform and
discuss what they
wear to keep
them safe and
when.  (E.g.
cycling, reflective

Talk about the
special people
in our lives and
who we are
going to make
Christmas cards
for.

Children to
discuss ‘giving’
and share
experiences of
present giving.



clothing when out
in the dark etc.)

PD Pencil control –
pencil grip and
clockwise and
anti-clockwise
movements.

Pencil control –
pencil grip and
clockwise and
anti-clockwise
movements.
Letter
formation

Fine motor skills
(chopping)

Children to
design climbing
course (outside).
Move large
climbing
equipment
safely in small
groups.

Children to design
climbing course
(outside). Move
large climbing
equipment safely
in small groups.

Experiments with
different ways of
travelling, jumping
and landing.
Create different
paths on their
obstacle course.

Cutting skills –
children to
create
Christmas cards
and crafts.

Cutting skills –
children to
create
Christmas cards
and crafts.

CL Ask questions
listen and
respond to a
range of
people with
different roles
within school.

Children to
discuss
previous
experiences
with
hospitals/doct
ors and nurses.
Begin to build
their
vocabulary.

Children to
explain their
ideas and
choices and
listen to other’s
(planning time)

Children to explain
their ideas and
choices and listen
to other’s
(planning time)

Children to create
and ask questions
to the firemen
about their roles –
encourage
children to role
play their ideas.
Build up
vocabulary
relating to
firemen.

Children to
discuss what we
write in letters
and why we
might send
cards.

Share Christmas
stories and
share
experiences
about how we
might
celebrate
Christmas –
discuss
similarities and
differences.

L
(including
suggested

texts)

Staff from within
HMP to come
and share their
favourite stories
with the class.

Phonics -
emphasis
blending cvc
words to read.

Children to
listen to a
range of
stories,
including songs
and videos.

Doctor Ranj -
X-ray (song)

Burglar Bill

Segmenting cv
and cvc words
to write.

The Christmas story

Start learning
Talk4Writing
nativity

Fireman Sam
(video)

Reading and
writing words
containing phase
2 and beginning

The Jolly
Postman,
Meerkat Mail,
Postman Pat,
Herman’s letter

Children to
write Christmas
cards using
phonic

The story of The
First Christmas,
Snow
A selection of
stories about
winter.



Hospital
(fiction book)

Ambulance
(non-fiction
book)

to include phase 3
phonemes.)

Continue learning
Talk4Writing
nativity

knowledge and
write own
name.

Perform
Christmas
Nativity

Begin structured guided reading daily.

M Ordering
numbers 1 -5.
Themed
Numberblocks
day.

Number of the
week -

Number of the
week - number
5

Shape hunt
around the local
environment –
create a display of
shapes in the
environment

Shape, Space and
Measure week.

Flat Land
Shape properties
Making Mocktails

Number of the
week - 6

Perceptual
subitizing 1 - 6

Dice patterns,
Ten’s frames,
Tally,
Number of
objects
Numberblocks
Numicon
Concept
mapping (1-5)

Concept
mapping
(continued)
Assessment (to
be developed)

UW Discussion
about different
roles within our
school. Visits
from different
members of
staff (cook,
headteacher,
Yr 6 teacher
etc.)

Visit from Nurse
Katie. Children
understand
how doctors
and nurses can
help. Use real
life
doctors/nurses
equipment
safely

Visit from police
discussing their
role and how
they can keep
us safe. Children
to ask questions
surrounding the
police’s role.

Visit from fire
brigade and fire
engine. Discuss
the role of a
fireman and how
they can keep us
safe.

Children to post
their card
home. Walk to
the post box.

Bake Christmas
biscuits



(stethoscope/
bandages)

Music/
Baking

Learn
Numberblocks
song “We’re
going on a big
adventure”

Make a
healthy fruit
smoothie (link
to chopping
skills - fine
motor)

Create a fruit
salad - continue
with healthy
eating.

Introduce
christmas nativity
songs and actions.

RU - Rudolf biscuits
RD - Sweet kebabs

Learn ‘5 little
firemen’
Learning
Christmas songs
and actions for
concert.

Learning
Christmas songs
and actions for
concert.

Learning
Christmas songs
and actions for
concert.

Forest
School

Bonfire Night.
chn to ‘toast’
their
marshmallows
on the model
bonfire. Sing
bonfire night
song around
the fire. Use
leaves to make
a bonfire pic on
the ground. Use
the chunky
chalks to draw
fireworks on the
tarmac.

Children in
Need Day.
Children to
make a
pudsey from
their playdoh
and use
natural
resources for
eyes, limbs etc.
Find Pudsey’s
missing spots in
the sensory
garden.

Supertato. Read
letter from
Supertato. Chn
to make a mask
from card and
leaves, Wear
their mask to
help Supertato
find the Evil
Frozen Peas.

Training Day. Read short
dragon story. Chn
to work in little
groups to make
the magic potion
of the dragon
using natural
objects they find
on the floor.

Recap dragon
story. Using
sticks we find
and materials
provided. Chn
to make their
own wand to
help the
dragon. role
play helping
dragon with
wands in
sensory garden.

Read Stickman.
Discuss what he
looks like. Go
for a walk and
collect sticks to
make a
stickman.
Discuss different
shapes, sizes
and textures.
Make a stick
man using
googly eyes,
tissue paper,
pipe cleaner
and our sticks.


