
Hob Moor Community Primary Academy  

Welcome to the Autumn Term 2021 – Year 1 and 2 

Learning Challenge Curriculum 

We are so excited to have the children back in school and start our learning this year.  In Literacy this term, we will 

be linking our learning challenge to our writing and thinking about our local area and important places in York. 

Our whole school theme is called ‘REACH Out’ and in Key Stage 1 we will be thinking about the topic ‘Out of My 

Window’. This will focus on our local area of Acomb, where we will discuss and learn about the important people 

and places in Acomb that help support our community. The children will have the opportunity to experience our 

local area and our city centre first hand to support their writing, as well as spending some time thinking about the 

key people who helped shape it. Physical health and well-being will form an important part of the curriculum and 

children will have the opportunity to engage in daily exercise. In addition to this, they will have two PE sessions a 

week (see below for days). 

Mathematics 

Our maths learning this term will include Place value, addition and subtraction. We will start with 

counting skills in multiples of 10, then look at partitioning numbers using equipment to explore and 

develop our counting and number skills. We will then move on to addition and subtraction using concrete 

objects to help support our understanding, before moving on to written methods. We will always teach through 

fluency, reasoning and problem solving and use a range of abstract and concreate materials. Practising 

counting in multiples of 1, 2, 5 and 10 at home at any time will help support your child’s learning.   

Literacy 

This term, the Learning Challenge for our key stage is ‘Out of my Window’ We will be exploring our local area and 

comparing Acomb past and present, discussing how it has changed over time.  We will be learning how to write 

a recount of our local area and city centre visits, before moving on to instruction writing and story telling linked to 

our next theme of ‘Castles’.  We will expect all children to confidently use full stops, capital letters and 

finger spaces in all writing. Please enccourage your children to practise their joined handwriting at 

home.  

Science  

This term, our science learning focuses on the changing seasons. We will be taking notice of the 

changes that happen to our school grounds including going out on Forest schools. This topic will be 

on going over the year as the seasons change. We will let you know in plenty of time when the children need kit 

for Forest schools sessions.  

Well-being and behaviour  

As we return to school, our major focus will be to ensure children feel safe, happy and ready for the year ahead. 

Time will be given to helping promote a healthy lifestyle, talking about mental health and        well-being and 

exploring ways to increase self-care. Expectations of behaviour remain high as we are so proud of the children 

and how they represent both you and our school. We look forward to welcoming them into Key Stage 1 where 

they will undoubtedly shine as leaders of our community. We will continue to use our restorative 

practices and circle time to think about our school REACH aspirations, actions, and how they affect 

everyone in our class team and school community. We will use our behaviour chart to celebrate children’s great 

behaviour choices and help them to make better choices when things go wrong. 

Attendance 

Please make sure your child arrives at school between 8.40 and 8.50. If you arrive after 9am you will 

need to enter through reception. Please ensure that your child is collected promptly on an 

evening at 3.15. If your child displays coronavirus symptoms, please do not send them to school but contact us by 

telephone and get them a PCR test. Please try to avoid medical/dental appointments during the school day, 

and avoid taking holidays in term time as the children miss a lot of learning. If your child is unwell, please ring 

school on 01904 555000 before 9am and let us know. We will text you if we haven’t heard from you by 9:30am to 

check your child is ok.      

How can you support your child’s learning? 

You can help your child with their learning by practising their common exception words and phonics sound mats. 

Please read with your child every day. We will change their books Wednesday and Friday. Please talk 

to your children about their day and encourage maths and writing out of school as much as 

possible. Thank you for all your support in their learning. 

Things to remember each week  

PE Days:  

Toucans – Wednesday and Friday 

Parrots –Wednesday and Friday 

Woodpeckers – Thursday and Friday. Please ensure your child comes into school in their kit when it is their PE day.   

Snack – School provides a healthy snack for all children every day, children are welcome to bring in their own 

piece of fruit if they would like. However, snacks such as chocolate biscuits, crisps and sweets are not 

appropriate.  

Water bottles – If the children would like to bring a water bottle, please bring in one clearly named and labelled. 

 


