
Hob Moor Community Primary Academy 

Welcome to the Autumn Term 2019-Year 5 and 6 

Literacy 

In literacy this term, we are going to be linking our writing to the Learning Challenge Curriculum. To 

begin with we will be writing narrative pieces based on our text Kiss the Dust. We will write from the 

perspective of different characters which will help us to understand the text. After looking at the area 

of Kurdistan (where the story is set) we will focus on character development, diary writing 

and persuasive texts linked to the broader topic of ‘A time to flee- Understanding what it 

means to be a refugee.’ 

Mathematics 

We will be spending the first part of our year making sure that we have a really strong 

understanding of number. After working on place value, we will take each of the 4 

operations (addition, subtraction, multiplication and division) and ensure that the children are 

confident in how they use them. We will start with whole numbers and then move on to using 

decimals and negative numbers. Before Christmas, we will move into fractions, refreshing our 

understanding of equivalent fractions and then looking at using the four operations with them. 

Learning Challenge Curriculum 

This term, the Learning Challenge for Year 5 and 6 is ‘Understanding What it Means to be a Refugee.’ 

We will look at the causes of the refugee crisis, the plights of families fleeing conflict and 

persecution as well as what refugees mean to us and our community. The children will have 

a chance to explore some of the things which are relevant in the news today as well as talk 

to outside agencies about what they are doing and how they can help. We will be encouraging the 

children to discuss and debate issues. The work we will be doing is linked to our class text - Kiss the 

dust - a story about a young girl who is forced to flee Iraq.  

Science  

This term, our science learning focuses on light. We will encourage the children to explore, 

question and test their ideas as they investigate how we see, how light travels, reflection, refraction 

and the formation of shadows. Scientific thinking will form a critical part of the work we do. 

Well-being and behaviour  

In the first half of the Autumn term we will be thinking about roles and responsibilities in the 

communities we live in.  We will start with class and school responsibilities and move on to those in 

society and the wider roles we all play as global citizens. We will continue to use our restorative 

practices and circles to think about our school REACH aspirations, actions, and how they 

affect everyone in our class team and school community. We will use our behaviour chart to 

celebrate children’s great behaviour choices and help them to make better choices when 

things go wrong.  

Attendance 

Please make sure your child is in school and ready to learn at 8.50am every day. Please try 

to avoid medical/dental appointments during the school day, and avoid taking holidays in 

term time as the children miss a lot of learning. If your child is unwell, please ring school on 01904 

555000 before 9am and let us know. We will text you if we haven’t heard from you by 9am to check 

your child is ok.    

How can you support your child’s learning? 

Please help your child to practise and extend their learning by practising their spellings which 

will be tested on a Thursday.  Hearing your child reading every day will have a huge impact 

on all areas of their learning. Can you please listen to your child read for at least 20 minutes 

every day and make a note in your reading journal.  

Things to remember each week PE Days  

Falcons and Hawks: Thursday and Friday 

 Osprey and Eagles: Thursday and Wednesday 

Please ensure your child has their PE kit with them at all times in case of any changes. 

Important dates for this term 

Residential - 25th - 27th September 

Falcons Class Assembly - 8/10 

Hawks Class Assmebly - 26/11 

 


